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A Tangled Family History 
by Elaine Haselkorn ]acob 

My name is Hia Shifra, the daughter of 
Nisonemova Bankoff. I was born in 1866 in 
the town of Lehovich, in the county of Minsk 
in Belarus. On January 1, 1888, when I was 
22 years old, I purchased a "ticket" (which was 
something like a visa) for 10 kopecks. The 
ticket described me as a . . ^ 
maiden with dark blond hair, ' 
blue eyes, a long nose with 
a round chin, medium tall 
with a scar near my right 
eye. This ticket allowed me 
to leave my town for one 
month, and go anywhere 
that Jews were allowed to 
go. If I did not return to 
Lehovich in one month, I 
would be considered a 
vagrant. 

I did not return to Lehovich. 
Instead, I left the town with 
my mother and together we 
sailed to the "Golden Land", 
America. Because we 
came to America through 

I d o n ' t k n o w i f H i a S h i f r a m e t i s a a k G o l d b e r g , 
m y g r e a t - g r a n d f a t h e r , o n t h e s h i p c r o s s i n g t h e 
A t l a n t i c o r i n N e w Y o r k C i t y , b u t t h e i r m e e t i n g 
r e s u l t e d i n a l i f e - l o n g l o v e a f f a i r . T h i s s o u n d s 
r o m a n t i c , b u t I s a a k a l r e a d y h a d a w i f e a n d t h r e e 
y o u n g d a u g h t e r s i n R u s s i a . I s a a k h a d c o m e t o 

A m e r i c a a s s o m a n y y o u n g 
m a l e i m m i g r a n t s d i d a t t h a t 
t i m e , t o e a r n s o m e m o n e y 
a n d t h e n s e n d f o r h i s f a m i l y 
t o j o i n h i m . 

I s a a k d i d e a r n m o n e y w h i c h 
h e s e n t t o h i s w i f e , b u t h e 
a l s o w r o t e t o h e r a n d s a i d , 
" D o n ' t c o m e ! " H i s w i f e , A n n a 

||, T u r o f f G o l d b e r g , a b r i l l i a n t 
M w o m a n w h o h a d a t t e n d e d 

g y m n a s i u m ( a p r e p s c h o o l 
f o r u n i v e r s i t y s t u d i e s ) i n R u s -
s i a , w r o t e b a c k a n d s a i d , " I 
a m c o m i n g w i t h o u r t h r e e 
c h i l d r e n , " a n d c o m e s h e d i d . 

I s a a k a n d A n n a ' s d i v o r c e d e -
c r e e w a s d a t e d J u n e 9 , 1 8 9 1 

Isaak and Ida Goldberg, 1931 

Castle Island (the immigration site in New York a n d A n n a w a s g i v e n c a r e a n d c u s t o d y o f t h e 
City prior to the opening of Ellis Island in 
1892), there are no records of my arrival, no 
ship's name, no passenger list. 

H i a S h i f r a , k n o w n i n t h i s c o u n t r y a s I d a , w a s 
m y s t e p - g r e a t - g r a n d m o t h e r , t h e o n l y g r e a t -
g r a n d m o t h e r I w a s l u c k y e n o u g h t o k n o w . 

c h i l d r e n . T h i s w a s n o t u n u s u a l , b u t t h e d i v o r c e 
d e c r e e h a d a f a s c i n a t i n g t w i s t ! I t i n c l u d e d a 
c l a u s e i n w h i c h i t s t a t e s , " A n n a G o l d b e r g m a y 
m a r r y a g a i n d u r i n g h e r l i f e t i m e b u t I s a a k 
G o l d b e r g s h a l l n o t m a r r y a g a i n u n t i l t h e d e a t h 
o f A n n a G o l d b e r g . " 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Researching the Story of Jewish Farmers 
T h e J e w i s h H e r i t a g e M u s e u m o f M o n m o u t h C o u n t y 
i s e x p l o r i n g t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f p u b l i s h i n g a h i s t o r y o f 
t h e J e w i s h f a r m e r s o f c e n t r a l N e w Jersey, a n d i s s eek-
i n g t h e c o o p e r a t i o n o f t h e m e m b e r s o f t h e J e w i s h 
H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y o f C e n t r a l J e r s e y i n t h i s 
e n d e a v o r . I f y o u h a v e a n y i n f o r m a t i o n , ^ \ 
d o c u m e n t s , o b j e c t s , f a m i l y m e m o i r s o r /(^ ^ 
p h o t o s p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e J e w i s h f a r m i n g e x -
p e r i e n c e i n t h i s p a r t o f o u r s tate , p l e a s e c o n -
t ac t J e a n K l e r m a n , c h a i r o f t h e J H M O M C ' s 
h i s t o r y c o m m i t t e e , a t t h e m u s e u m b y p h o n e a t 
7 3 2 - 2 5 2 - 6 9 9 0 o r b y e m a i l a t i n f o @ j h m o m c . o r g . 

T h i s p r o p o s e d s t u d y i s a n o u t g r o w t h o f t h e J e w i s h 
H e r i t a g e M u s e u m ' s c u r r e n t e x h i b i t , " T h e L a n d W a s 
T h e i r s : T h e S t o r y o f t h e J e w i s h F a r m e r s o f M o n m o u t h 
C o u n t y , " w h i c h r u n s t h r o u g h D e c e m b e r 2 0 1 3 . T h i s 

e x h i b i t , w h i c h i n c l u d e s t h e s h o w i n g o f D r . G e r t r u d e 
D u b r o v s k y ' s f i l m " T h e L a n d W a s T h e i r s : T h e J e w i s h 
F a r m e r s i n t h e G a r d e n S t a t e " h a s p r o v e n t o b e o n e 
o f t h e m o s t p o p u l a r o f a l l t h e m u s e u m ' s o f f e r i n g s a n d 

t h e m u s e u m i s e a g e r t o e x p a n d u p o n i t s s t u d -
i e s o f J e w i s h f a r m e r s t h r o u g h o u t t h e r e g i o n . 

X " " - i A t t h e t i m e t h a t N e w J e r s e y w a s c o n s i d e r e d 
" T h e E g g B a s k e t o f t h e E a s t " ( m i d 2 0 t h c e n -
t u r y ) , 7 5 % o f a l l t h e s t a t e ' s e g g f a r m e r s w e r e 
J e w i s h . 

T h e J e w i s h H e r i t a g e M u s e u m , l o c a t e d i n t h e M o u n t s 
C o m e r S h o p p i n g C e n t e r , R o u t e 5 3 7 a n d W e m r o c k 
R o a d i n F r e e h o l d T o w n s h i p , i s o p e n S u n d a y s ( 1 1 a . m . -
3 p . m . ) , a n d T u e s d a y s a n d T h u r s d a y s ( 1 0 a . m . - 3 p . m ) . 
F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c a l l t h e m u s e u m o r v i s i t t h e m u -
s e u m w e b s i t e a t w w w . j h m o m c . o r g . 

(Continued from Page 1) 

O n l y f o u r d a y s a f t e r t h e o r i g i n a l d i v o r c e d e c r e e , 
t h e r e w a s a n o t h e r , e v e n m o r e u n u s u a l t w i s t . O n 
J u n e 1 3 , 1 8 9 1 , a n o t h e r l e g a l d o c u m e n t w a s 
i s s u e d . A n n a G o l d b e r g g a v e c u s t o d y o f t h e i r 
t h r e e d a u g h t e r s t o I s a a k . I n r e t u r n , A n n a w a s 
g i v e n v i s i t a t i o n r i g h t s , a n d I s a a k g a v e A n n a 
$ 6 0 0 i n a l i m o n y . S h o r t l y a f t e r h e r d i v o r c e , A n n a 
m a r r i e d a w i d o w e r n a m e d M o r r i s G o o d m a n , 
w h o h a d 5 c h i l d r e n . M a y b e t h a t w a s w h y s h e 
r e l i n q u i s h e d h e r d a u g h t e r s . A f t e r t h e c h i l d r e n 
w e r e g r o w n a n d M o r r i s d i e d , A n n a l i v e d w i t h 
h e r d a u g h t e r P a u l i n e , m y g r a n d m o t h e r . 

M e a n w h i l e , I s a a k a n d I d a c o n t i n u e d t o l i v e t o -
g e t h e r a s M r . & M r s . I s a a k G o l d b e r g u n t i l t h e 
e n d o f t h e i r l i v e s . I a m n o t s u r e w h a t I s a a k d i d 
f o r a l i v i n g , a l t h o u g h I d o r e m e m b e r s e e i n g a 
p i c t u r e o f a b u t c h e r s h o p w i t h a s i g n o n t h e w i n -
d o w t h a t s a i d , " B u t c h e r S h o p K o s h e r M e a t , 
I . G o l d b e r g " . 

A n n a G o l d b e r g G o o d m a n d i d d i e b e f o r e I s a a k , 
b u t I h a v e b e e n u n a b l e t o f i n d a m a r r i a g e c e r -
t i f i c a t e f o r I d a a n d I s a a k . T h e y b o t h l i v e d l o n g 
e n o u g h t o a t t e n d t h e w e d d i n g o f m y p a r e n t s 
a n d t o s e e t h e i r f i r s t g r e a t - g r a n d d a u g h t e r - m e . 
T h e y a r e b u r i e d t o g e t h e r i n W a s h i n g t o n 
C e m e t e r y , B r o o k l y n . 

1 1 1 1 1 1 . 

Hia Shifra Bankoff's ticket out of Russia 

G e n e a l o g y : 
I s s u e o f M a r r i a g e o f I s a a k G o l d b e r g a n d H a n n a h ( A n n a ) 

S e c o n d d a u g h t e r P a u l i n e G o l d b e r g m . N a t h a n S h a p a n k a 
D a u g h t e r S y l v i a S h a p a n k a m . I r v i n g H a s e l k o r n 

D a u g h t e r E l a i n e H a s e l k o r n m . A l e x J a c o b 
D a u g h t e r L a u r i e S u e J a c o b , n a m e d f o r H i a S h i f r a 
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